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Abstract 

This study aims to develop expository text writing skills of Grade 10 students majoring in Broadcasting at SMK Swasta Dwi 
Tunggal through the implementation of the Project-Based Learning (PjBL) model. The problems identified include low 
student motivation, poor logical structure in writing, and the continued use of teacher-centered learning models. The 
method applied was Research and Development (R&D) based on Borg and Gall's model. Data were collected through 
interviews, writing tests (pre-test and post-test), and analysis of student writing samples. The findings revealed that 
implementing PjBL significantly improved students' writing abilities, with the average score increasing from 65.1 (pre-test) 
to 86.3 (post-test). The N-Gain scores were categorized as medium to high. Students also demonstrated improvement in 
content development, text organization, language use, and writing mechanics. These findings suggest that the PjBL model 
is effective in enhancing students' expository writing skills in vocational contexts, particularly in the Broadcasting field.  
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INTRODUCTION 

21st-century education emphasizes the importance of students possessing critical and creative thinking 
skills while effectively communicating ideas through various forms of writing. One essential text type in 
education, particularly at the Vocational High School (SMK) level, is expository text. Expository texts serve to 
convey information systematically and logically, aiming to provide readers with a thorough understanding of a 
topic. In the context of vocational education, the ability to write expository texts is especially relevant for students 
in the Broadcasting expertise program, where they are expected to produce engaging and accurate informative 
content for various media platforms. However, the skill of writing expository texts among vocational students 
requires further enhancement to meet the demands of the creative industry. 

According to Nunan (2023), expository text is characterized by its objective presentation of information 
through an organized structure, such as a thesis statement, supporting arguments, and conclusions. This type of 
text requires writers to present factual data and elaborate ideas that deepen the reader's understanding. For 
Broadcasting students, the ability to deliver precise and comprehensible information is crucial to success in the 
field, as broadcasting fundamentally relies on clarity and accuracy in content delivery. 

Learning methods play a crucial role in developing students' writing skills, and one particularly effective 
model is Project-Based Learning (PjBL). PjBL emphasizes student-centered learning through real-world projects 
that address authentic problems. Krajcik (2022) highlights that PjBL encourages students to engage actively by 
identifying issues, designing solutions, and producing tangible outcomes applicable to everyday life. Beyond 
fostering cognitive skills, PjBL also nurtures social skills, including collaboration, communication, and time 
management. 

In the context of expository text writing, implementing PjBL can significantly enhance broadcasting 
students' literacy skills while equipping them with competencies relevant to the media industry. Through PjBL 
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projects tailored to the Broadcasting program, students are motivated to explore diverse topics, gather accurate 
information, and compose compelling expository texts. As noted by Thomas (2024), project-based models 
enhance student engagement, as learners feel more connected to real-world applications of their work.  

At SMK Swasta Private Dwi Tunggal, the integration of PjBL into the curriculum for 10th-grade 
Broadcasting students aims to unlock their potential in writing expository texts. This model not only introduces 
students to effective text composition techniques but also connects their learning to professional contexts, such 
as crafting news scripts, journalistic articles, and digital content. By working on projects that mimic real-life 
industry scenarios, students gain a deeper appreciation of their craft while improving their technical skills. 

Initial observations indicate that 10th-grade broadcasting students at SMK Swasta Private Dwi Tunggal 
face challenges in mastering expository text writing daily test results in English class showed that only 9 out of 
32 students achieved the Minimum Passing Criteria (KKM) of 75, while 23 other students scored below the 
threshold. The average class score was only 68, reflecting the need to improve this competency.  

Several issues contribute to this performance gap, including difficulties in idea development, limited 
understanding of expository text structures, and insufficient skills in constructing logical and systematic 
arguments. Additionally, students often lack motivation to write, perceiving writing tasks as monotonous and 
uninspiring. Traditional teacher-centered methods, combined with limited innovative models, exacerbate this 
issue, resulting in suboptimal learning outcomes. 

PjBL provides a solution to these challenges by offering a dynamic and engaging learning environment. 
Through this method, students actively participate in creating real-world projects, such as producing news reports 
or feature articles. These projects not only align with the Broadcasting curriculum but also mirror industry 
standards, preparing students for future professional endeavors. Harmer (2023) underscores that PjBL facilitates 
a deeper understanding of complex concepts by enabling students to apply their knowledge in practical contexts. 
In writing instruction, PjBL helps students develop critical thinking, analyze information, and organize their 
thoughts systematically. This hands-on model also encourages students to seek information from various sources 
and effectively present their findings in well-structured expository texts. 

One of the core problems identified in this research is the low proficiency of 10th-grade Broadcasting 
students in writing expository texts. The students exhibited difficulties in organizing their ideas logically, using 
appropriate text structures, and maintaining coherence throughout their writing. These issues were reflected in 
their low daily test scores, with most students scoring below the minimum competency standard. Moreover, the 
lack of engaging learning materials and conventional, teacher-centered teaching methods have led to reduced 
student motivation and limited opportunities for active participation. Students rarely encounter authentic 
writing tasks that are directly connected to the broadcasting field, resulting in a disconnection between their 
learning experience and the real-world demands of their future profession. 

To respond to these challenges, the research involved the design and implementation of a student 
worksheet (LKPD) based on the Project-Based Learning (PjBL) model. The LKPD was structured to guide 
students through each stage of producing an expository text, from identifying relevant topics in the broadcasting 
domain, gathering information, organizing ideas, drafting content, to presenting their final work. The PjBL-
based LKPD encouraged students to work collaboratively on authentic projects, such as writing news scripts or 
media articles, which reflect real tasks in the broadcasting industry. This product not only supported the 
development of students’ writing skills but also promoted critical thinking, creativity, and collaboration. By 
integrating practical, project-oriented activities into the LKPD, the research aimed to create a learning experience 
that is meaningful, engaging, and aligned with vocational learning goals. 

The Identification of The Problem based on the background of the research, the problems are identified 
as follows: (1) Students have difficulty in composing logical and systematic expository texts; (2) Students' 
motivation in writing expository texts is still low due to less interesting learning methods; (3) Most students have 
not achieved the Minimum Completion Criteria (KKM) score in the competency of writing expository texts; (4) 
The learning model used by teachers is still centered on the teacher, so that students are less active in the learning 
process. 

The formulation of the research is identified as follows: (1) How is the application of the Project-Based 
Learning (PjBL) method in developing the expository text writing skills of 10th grade students in the 
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Broadcasting program at Dwi Tunggal Private Vocational School? (2) How are students' learning outcomes in 
writing expository texts after using the Project-Based Learning (PjBL) model? 

The Objective of The Problem based on the formulation of the problem, the objective of this research as 
follows: (1) To find out how the Project-Based Learning (PjBL) method is applied in developing the expository 
text writing skills of 10th grade students in the Broadcasting program at Dwi Tunggal Private Vocational School; 
(2) To know the students' learning outcomes in writing expository texts after using the Project-Based Learning 
(PjBL) model. 

This research aims to develop students' expository text writing skills through the Project-Based Learning 
(PjBL) method. It is hoped that the results of this research can provide useful contributions to the world of 
education, especially in improving students' writing skills. (1) Theoretically; This research is expected to provide 
the following benefits: (a) For students, this research can motivate them to improve their ability to write 
expository texts and make them more interested in the process of learning to write; (b) For teachers, this research 
can be an alternative effective learning method in overcoming students' difficulties in writing expository texts, 
especially with a model that is more contextual and relevant to the world of work; (c) For researchers, the results 
of this research are expected to be additional useful knowledge and provide new insights in developing further 
research in the field of education. (2) Practically; Practically, this research is expected to provide a positive 
contribution for English language teachers in the process of learning to write expository texts. The application 
of Project-Based Learning (PjBL) will encourage teachers to create a more interactive, creative, and relevant 
learning atmosphere to the needs of students in the digital era. In addition, this research can also provide input 
to schools to develop innovative learning methods that are in accordance with the development of the world of 
work, especially in the field of broadcasting; (a) For English teachers, this research can serve as a practical guide 
in implementing Project-Based Learning strategies that not only improve students' writing skills but also enhance 
their engagement through real-world tasks; (b) For schools and education practitioners, the findings can inform 
decisions related to curriculum design and classroom strategies that align with industry demands, particularly in 
communication and media sectors; (c) For students, the practical implementation of this model may foster 
greater autonomy, creativity, and collaboration in the learning process, thereby preparing them to face the 
challenges of the professional world. 

The industrial practice learning strategy basically discusses basic learning strategies. This means that the 
strategy only discusses how to teach basic vocational skills. So, the strategy has not discussed how to teach 
complex skills. According to Nayono, et al., (2013:341) PjBL is an innovative learning that emphasizes contextual 
learning through complex activities. Project Based Learning (PjBL) is a learning designed for complex problems 
in which students conduct investigations to understand them, emphasizing learning with long activities, tasks 
given to students are multidisciplinary, product-oriented. Dermawan, et al., (2008:30) in Nayono, et al., 
(2013:341-342) explain that PjBL is a systematic learning method, which involves students in learning knowledge 
and skills through a long and structured inquiry process towards authentic and complex questions and tasks and 
products that are designed very carefully. Meanwhile, according to Mulyadi, (2015:387-388) argues that the PjBL 
model is a learning model that provides teachers with the opportunity to manage classroom learning by involving 
project work. Project work contains complex tasks based on problems given to students as an initial step in 
collecting and integrating new knowledge based on their experiences in real activities, and requires students to 
carry out design activities, carry out investigation/investigation activities, solve problems, make decisions, provide 
opportunities for students to work independently or in groups. The final result of the project work is a product 
which includes written reports, presentations or recommendations. 

The project-based learning approach is supported by constructivist learning theory. According to Nayono, 
et al., (2013:342) Constructivism is a widely supported learning theory that rests on the idea that students 
construct their own knowledge within the context of their own experiences. Having the opportunity to express 
ideas, listen to the ideas of others, and reflect on one's own ideas in the ideas of others is a form of individual 
empowerment experience. 

There are several previous studies that are relevant to the topic "Developing Students' Expository Text 
through Project-Based Learning for Grade 10 Broadcasting Students at SMK Swasta Dwi Tunggal 2024/2025". 

The first research was conducted by Fitriani and Wahyudi (2022) entitled "The Implementation of Project-
Based Learning to Improve Students' Writing Skills". This research aims to determine the effectiveness of the 
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implementation of Project-Based Learning (PjBL) in improving students' writing skills. This research was 
conducted in a high school using an experimental method. The subjects of the research were grade XI students 
with a sample size of 30 students. This research involved three main stages, namely pretest, implementation of 
the Project-Based Learning method, and posttest. The results of the research showed a significant increase in 
students' writing skills after the implementation of the Project-Based Learning method. The average pretest score 
of students was 65, while the average posttest score increased to 85. The results of data analysis using the t-test 
showed that the t-count value (4.560) was higher than the t-table (2.045) at a significance level of 5%. This 
research concluded that the Project-Based Learning method is effective in improving students' writing skills, 
especially in writing expository texts. This finding is relevant to the view of Fadillah, Putri, and Sari (2024) who 
emphasized that English, as a medium of communication both orally and in writing, requires students to master 
various text types such as narrative texts with proper structure. The second research was conducted by Siti 
Rahmawati (2021) entitled "The Use of Project-Based Learning in Developing Expository Writing Skills of 
Vocational High School Students". This research aims to examine the effectiveness of using the Project-Based 
Learning method in developing the expository text writing skills of vocational high school students. 

This research used a quasi-experimental method with a Nonequivalent Control Group Design. The 
population of the research was grade X students majoring in Culinary Arts, with a sample of 60 students divided 
into two groups, namely the experimental group and the control group. The experimental group was taught 
using the Project-Based Learning method, while the control group was taught using the conventional method. 
The results of the research showed that students who were taught using the Project-Based Learning method 
obtained significant improvements in their ability to write expository texts. The average posttest score of the 
experimental group was 83.25, while the control group only reached 72.50. In addition, data analysis using SPSS 
showed that the t-test value (5.412) was higher than the t-table (2.000), which means there is a significant 
difference between the experimental group and the control group.  

The conceptual framework underlying this research is given in the following diagram: 
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expository text teaching material based on Project-Based Learning (PjBL), specifically designed for Grade X 
students majoring in Broadcasting at SMK Swasta Dwi Tunggal during the 2024/2025 academic year. 

Location and Time of Research; (1) location of the research; this research was conducted at SMK Swasta 
Dwi Tunggal. The selection of this location was based on the consideration that the school offers a Broadcasting 
expertise program, which is relevant to the development of expository text writing skills. Furthermore, both 
teachers and students at this school showed strong support for the use of Project-Based Learning (PjBL) as a 
learning model to enhance students’ abilities in writing expository texts; (2) Time of the research; the research 
was planned to be carried out during the odd semester of the 2025/2026 academic year.  

The Instrument of Collecting Data; the researcher used two instruments in obtaining the data, as Moleong 
(2016:186) says namely interview and test. (1) The test is designed as a valid assessment tool to evaluate the 
effectiveness of Project-Based Learning (PjBL) in developing students' ability to write expository texts. It aims to 
measure students' improvement in writing skills, particularly in crafting structured, informative, and logical 
expository texts. The test is administered to both the teachers and students at SMK Private Dwi Tunggal. For the 
teachers, the test sought to gather insights into their experiences with PjBL, particularly how they integrated the 
approach into their lessons and how it influences students' ability to write expository texts. For the students, the 
test focuses on assessing their understanding of expository text structure, their ability to articulate arguments, 
and their perception of how PjBL helped them in mastering these writing skills. The results are used to analyze 
the effectiveness of PjBL in fostering students' literacy skills and enhancing their engagement in the learning 
process. (2) The researcher also used interviews as a supporting instrument for data collection. In-depth 
interviews were conducted with teachers and students at SMK Private Dwi Tunggal to gain richer and more 
comprehensive insights into the implementation of Project-Based Learning (PjBL). Interviews with teachers aim 
to explore their perceptions of PjBL in teaching expository writing, the challenges encountered during the 
teaching process, and the strategies they employ to help students effectively understand the structure and content 
of expository texts. Teachers are also expected to provide suggestions for improving the effectiveness of PjBL in 
the classroom. On the other hand, interviews with students focus on exploring their experiences during PjBL-
based learning, their perceptions of the effectiveness of the method in enhancing writing skills, and the 
challenges they faced throughout the learning process. These interviews also help to understand the extent to 
which PjBL motivates students to actively engage in the learning process and improves their understanding of 
the structure and content of expository texts. The data obtained from the interviews will be used to complement 
the test results and provide a more comprehensive analysis of the effectiveness of PjBL in developing students' 
literacy skills. 

The procedure in this research follows the development model described by Borg and Gall in (Sugiyono, 
2018), which consists of ten steps (stages). This model is adjusted to the needs of the research which aims to 
develop expository texts through the Project-Based Learning (PjBL) model for 10th grade students of the 
Broadcasting program at SMK Swasta Dwi Tunggal in the 2024/2025 academic year. This development process 
involves several stages starting from collecting research information to revising the final product. The ten steps 
of the development procedure applied in this research are as follows: (1) Research Information Collection; The 
first step is collecting data related to the needs of expository text learning in grade 10 students of the Broadcasting 
program. This information is obtained through observation, interviews with teachers, and analysis of existing 
curriculum, to determine the challenges faced by students in developing expository text writing skills. (2) 
Planning;  

Based on the results of information gathering, the next step is to plan project-based learning aimed at 
improving expository text writing skills. In this planning, learning objectives, teaching materials, and evaluation 
methods are determined that are appropriate to the needs of students and the broadcasting context. (3) Product 
Draft Development; Developing a draft of a learning product that includes teaching materials and evaluation 
instruments, as well as a learning-based project design. This product aims to support an active learning process 
and focuses on developing expository text writing skills through projects relevant to the world of broadcasting. 
(4) Main Field Test; The main field test was conducted by involving 10th grade students in project-based learning 
to test the feasibility of the product draft. During this trial, observations were made on how students worked on 
the project, their engagement, and their ability to write expository texts. (5) Initial Product Revision; Based on 
the results of the main field test, revisions were made to the learning products that had been developed. This 
revision included improvements to teaching materials, evaluation instruments, and project designs based on 
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feedback from students and teachers involved in the trial. (6) Initial Field Testing; After the initial product was 
revised, an initial field test was conducted with a larger group of students. At this stage, a more in-depth 
evaluation was conducted to assess the effectiveness of project-based learning in improving students' expository 
writing skills. (7) Operational Product Revision; Based on the results of the initial field test, a revision of the 
operational product was carried out which included improvements to teaching materials, evaluation instruments, 
and project design. This revision aims to optimize the learning process to be more in line with student 
characteristics and the goals to be achieved. (8) Operational Field Test; At this stage, the revised operational 
product is re-tested to students in a broader project-based learning. Observations are made to assess whether the 
revised product has succeeded in improving students' skills in writing expository texts and working in project-
based learning. (9) Final Product Revision; Based on the results of the operational field test, a final revision was 
carried out to perfect the learning product before it was fully implemented. This final revision includes the last 
improvements covering content, methods, and evaluation to be more effective in achieving learning objectives. 
(10) Final Field Test; The final field test was conducted by implementing the revised product as a whole in class. 
The final evaluation was conducted to measure student learning achievement and assess the success of project-
based learning in improving the expository text writing skills of 10th grade students in the Broadcasting program 
at SMK Swasta SMK Private Dwi Tunggal. 

By following this procedure, it is expected to create effective learning products to improve students' 
expository text writing skills, especially in the context of broadcasting learning at Dwi Tunggal Private Vocational 
School in the 2024/2025 academic year. Borg and Gall in Mubasiroh (2013) stated that there are ten steps in 
implementing research and development strategies as follows. 
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Discussion 

Based on the result of the research, the researcher found that the effectiveness expository text writing 
material by implementing project-based learning. The question of this research was: how is the development of 
the students' expository text writing skills by implementing project-based learning for broadcasting students at 
tenth grade of SMK Private Dwi Tunggal? In attempt to answer this, it was hypothesized that students who taught 
by implementing project-based learning showed an improvement. Most of the students achieve the medium to 
high level than before which is taught by using conventional method. 

In implementation of project-based learning to develop students expository text writing materials, limited 
and broad test were conducted. A limited test was carried out at SMK Dwi Tunggal in broadcasting major. The 
mean score at pre-test stage is 65.8 where the score of students are still low in expository writing skills both in 
terms of content organization, argument development, language use and text structure. In the next phase, when 
the researcher implementing project-based learning to develop students expository text writing material, the 
mean score of students' post-test is increased to 87.4. 

The data showed that implementation of project based learning in developing students' expository text 
writing material for broadcasting students is effective. Implementing project-based learning is a good way for 
students' expository writing skill. The development of expository text writing materials also a good way to make 
students confidently learning writing. In teaching and learning process, Project-based learning improves students' 
expository writing skills because the development of expository text writing materials helps them understand 
how to structure and organize their ideas systematically. This also makes students are able to identify main ideas, 
develop supporting arguments, and then confidently write expository texts.  

The effectiveness of Project-Based Learning in developing expository text writing skills can be seen from 
several aspects. First, students showed significant improvement in content development, where they became 
more capable of generating relevant ideas and supporting them with appropriate evidence from broadcasting 
context. Second, in terms of text organization, students demonstrated better understanding of expository text 
structure including clear thesis statement, well-developed body paragraphs with supporting arguments, and 
effective conclusion. Third, students showed improvement in language use, particularly in using appropriate 
vocabulary related to broadcasting field and employing formal language suitable for expository writing. 

The implementation of authentic projects related to broadcasting field contributed significantly to the 
effectiveness of the learning process. Students were more motivated to write because they could see the direct 
relevance between their learning activities and their future professional needs. Projects such as creating news 
reports, writing feature articles about media industry, and developing content for digital platforms provided 
meaningful context that enhanced students' engagement and understanding of expository writing principles. 

Furthermore, the collaborative nature of Project-Based Learning facilitated peer learning and knowledge 
sharing among students. Through group work, discussions, and peer review activities, students learned from each 
other's strengths and gained diverse perspectives on approaching expository writing tasks. This collaborative 
environment also helped build students' confidence in expressing their ideas and receiving constructive feedback. 

The results of this research support previous findings regarding the effectiveness of Project-Based Learning 
in language education. The significant improvement observed in pre-test and post-test scores, combined with 
positive N-Gain results and high student satisfaction rates in questionnaires, demonstrates that PjBL is an 
effective pedagogical approach for developing writing competencies, particularly in vocational education contexts 
where practical application is essential. 

CONCLUSION 

Based on the overall findings, it can be concluded that the development of Student Worksheet (LKPD) 
through the implementation of Project-Based Learning (PjBL) for Grade 10 Broadcasting students at SMK 
Private Dwi Tunggal is effective in improving expository text writing skills, as evidenced by the increase of mean 
scores from 65.8 in the pre-test to 87.4 in the post-test, the N-Gain result of 0.655 in the medium category with 
12 students achieving medium improvement and 4 students achieving high improvement, the positive students’ 
perception shown by 86% satisfaction rate, and the significant progress in writing samples analysis, indicating 
that PjBL not only enhances students’ ability to organize ideas, understand expository text structures, and 
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maintain coherence but also develops their critical thinking, confidence, collaboration, communication, time 
management, and digital literacy skills relevant to their future careers in broadcasting. 
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